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PREFACE 

The present work investigates the liturgies of the Reformed Church- 
es of Poland and Lithuania during the sixteenth and seventeenth centu- 
ries. It examines the development of liturgical theology and its liturgi- 
cal expression from the 1 550’s when the separate Polish and Lithuanian 
forms of Calvinistic worship first emerged, how each evolved, and how 
the churches eventually sought to unify them. This period of almost 
one hundred years marked both the rise and fall of Calvinism in both 
nations and covers decades of fruitful theological and liturgical growth 
and maturation until the final eclipse of Calvinism, and the reestablish- 
ment of Roman Catholicism in these countries. 

The collection of source material in this study has required several 
years of patient searching through libraries and other archival sources. 
It is unfortunate that much material from this period is now lost to us, 
some destroyed in the anti-Protestant riots at the beginning of the seven- 
teenth century, much more as a result of the devastations of many wars 
in this turbulent region caught between Eastern and Western Europe. I 
must mention the studies of Stanislaw Tworek and Henryk Gmiterek, 
who cast important light on the process of the unification of the rites of 
the Polish and Lithuanian Reformed and Bohemian Brethren Churches 
in the seventeenth century. 

The present volume has grown out of the doctoral dissertation which 
I presented before the Faculty of Theology of the University of Hel- 
sinki under the supervision of Dr. Jyrki Knuutila. I express my deep 
gratitude to him, and to Dr. Charles Evanson, who carefully studied my 
manuscript and offered important suggestions, especially in the prepa- 
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ration of the English language edition of this study. I also wish to offer 
my gratitude to Professors Markku Heikkila and Eleikki Kotila of the 
Theological Faculty of Elelsinki University who carefully studied my 
dissertation and offered valuable comments and suggestions. 

I also acknowledge the helpful assistance so freely offered by the li- 
brarians and the members of the library staffs of the Archive and Library 
of the Academy of Sciences in Vilnius, Vilnius University Library, the 
Komik Library of the Polish Academy of Sciences, the Central Archives 
of Elistorical Records in Warszawa (Warsaw) (AGAD), the Archive and 
Library of the University of Warszawa, Ossolinski National Institute 
Library in Wroclaw (Breslau), Wroclaw University Library, Jagiellon- 
ian University Library in Krakow (Krakau), Schaffhausen City Library 
in Switzerland, State Archive Brno (Moravsky zemsky archiv v Bme) 
in Czech Republic, Austrian National Library in Vienna, Austria, Her- 
zog August Library in Wolfenbiittel, Germany, and Uppsala University 
Library, Uppsala, Sweden. 

I dedicate this work to my wife, Inga Petkuniene, in appreciation for 
her unfailing patience and encouragement, and to my daughters leva 
and Auguste Petkunaites, from whose young voices the sung praises of 
God come heartily and joyfully. 



INTRODUCTION 

Holy Communion stands at the center of the Christian faith and life. 
It is the one truly unique Christian form of worship. It is understood to 
have been given to the church by Christ in the words which he spoke 
in his Last Supper with his disciples in the upper room when he took 
the bread and cup, and said: “...this do in remembrance of me.” Here 
man meets God in a way which is particularly profound and decisive. 
Christ is believed to dwell in believers, and they in him. According to 
the Catholic tradition, the grace of God is conveyed to man and with 
it the benefits which grace includes. There is more than the personal 
dimension here. It is the church which keeps the Supper, and man’s re- 
lationship to it is governed by his relationship to the church. The body 
of Christ, understood to be his body mystical, meets together to share 
one bread and drink of one cup. 

The particular understanding of the Holy Communion, both its cel- 
ebration and participation in it, differ widely in Christian churches. It 
is in the prayers and the ceremonies of the liturgy that the churches ex- 
hibit their particular understanding of the Holy Supper. The expressions 
and actions of the liturgy speak from and to the heart; they articulate 
the church’s confession and theological understanding of the meaning 
of the Supper. Consequently, the words and ceremonies of the Supper 
were from the beginning of the Reformation a matter of especial con- 
cern to the Protestants. Their provisions for the celebration, including 
the precise wording of their prayers, and the detailing of the ceremonial 
actions were important concerns for them, for here the faith in the heart 
was put to practical expression. Even if, for the sake of political and 
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other factors, outward agreement between various Protestant Churches 
might be proclaimed, here in the wordings and ceremonies of the rites 
the actual doctrinal situation reveals itself most clearly. 

The Polish and Lithuanian Reformed liturgies of the sixteenth and 
seventeenth centuries are the special concern of this study. Although 
they are a rich storehouse of material, these riches have never been 
opened up and laid before us. Our purpose is to investigate this mate- 
rial, which has been largely untouched for over four hundred years, 
to see what it reveals. We have before us a large source of knowledge 
which presents to us a picture of the religious mentality and liturgical 
life of Lithuanians and Polish Reformed peoples and their churches. 
By the study of it we gain a greater understanding and appreciation of 
the inner life of these churches during this most decisive period of the 
Reformation in this large united monarchy. 

The study of the early history of the Reformed Church in Poland and 
Lithuania has left students of the period with only a partial and incom- 
plete portrait. Historical studies of the church have concentrated their 
attention on the relationship between the Polish and Lithuanian Refor- 
mations, their relation to general European history, the politics of the 
period, the economic and social situation, and other external matters. 
Attention has been given also to the theological struggles within the 
church and the relationship between the Reformed and other Protestant 
Churches. Much significant data has been gathered by these studies, 
but still the picture is incomplete. We know little about the public wor- 
ship of the church, the translation of faith into prayer, the communal 
response into praise, confession, fellowship with God and man, and the 
ceremonial actions by which they were displayed. It is here that we find 
the beating heart of the church. Here both the strengths and the weak- 
nesses of faith are most clearly made known. This faith had been ar- 
rived at through decades of discussion concerning the biblical doctrines 
of God and Christ and the nature and destiny of man, and now the fruits 
of this work come to be expressed in solemn words addressed to God. 
These words impress upon the worshiper the particular Reformed un- 
derstanding of where man stands in relation to God and the path which 
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he must follow. A study of these factors gives us a fuller and more 
complete picture of the internal life of the church and thus contributes 
to our understanding of the Reformation of these countries. It is from 
the study of worship and liturgy that we are able to distinguish the par- 
ticular characteristics of Polish and Lithuanian Reformed Christianity, 
its strengths and deficiencies, its complicated relationship with other 
churches, and its role in the spiritual formation of the Christian man. It 
is the gap in our knowledge concerning these important matters that the 
present study addresses itself. 

The aim of our study is to gain a thorough and more complete pic- 
ture of the church, her life, and her faith, by examining her liturgies 
in their historical and theological context. We will also seek to trace 
the theological and spiritual maturation of the church as she came to 
a more thorough self-understanding and as that self-understanding is 
reflected in her liturgies. We will evaluate the results of our work to de- 
termine whether these liturgies do in fact provide the basis for concise 
statements concerning the theological and practical life of the churches, 
their understanding of God and man’s stance before him. We will need 
to ask whether or to what extent these results adequately reflect the goal 
of religion stated in the church’s formal confessional statements, and 
how this relates to the confessions of other Reformed Churches on the 
continent. 

In order to achieve this goal we must first examine carefully the gen- 
eral history of the period, and more especially those works which have 
concerned themselves with the history of the Reformation in Poland 
and Lithuania. Then we must study all available liturgical and related 
materials, to determine the manner in which they treat the theological 
issues which faced the church, the theological and liturgical concerns, 
the difficulties and controversies which surrounded the liturgy, and the 
manner which the church sought to resolve them. This will provide us 
with a vantage point from which we may evaluate the liturgies. Then 
it will be necessary for us to compare the liturgies before us narrowly 
and in progression as each succeeding work builds upon the liturgies 
preceded it. Within this narrow perspective we must determine also the 
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relationship between the Polish liturgies and those of the Lithuanian 
Church. We will examine each liturgy part by part. In the broader per- 
spective, we will examine our material with the classical liturgies of the 
European Reformed Churches, with special attention to the Reformed 
liturgies Zwingli, Bucer, Calvin, and Johannes a Lasco. We will also ask 
whether or to what extent we may detect influences from other Protes- 
tant Churches with which the Poles found themselves in close political 
or geographical proximity. The results will be evaluated to see whether 
or not we have met our goal. 

The main body of this work consists of four chapters. In the first 
chapter we will trace the history of the Protestant Reformation in Po- 
land and Lithuania, its initial stages, giving special attention to the need 
to obtain legal status and counter-act the resurgence of Catholicism. 
In chapter two we examine the development of liturgical theology and 
its liturgical expression, giving special attention to the controversies 
which confronted the churches with the need to define and articulate 
their theology of the Lord’s Supper. We will describe the circumstances 
which first led the church’s synodical assemblies to pursue particular 
liturgical forms for use in the worship life of church and the acceptance 
of these forms by the congregations. We will also trace the development 
of the liturgical books and the role each liturgy played in provoking the 
churches to further reflection and liturgical revision. In the chapter three 
we will give detailed attention to the individual services of Holy Com- 
munion, used by the Reformed Churches in these countries. We will 
critically examine the structure of each service and its individual com- 
ponents, distinguishing the main liturgical elements and giving careful 
note to each part of the service. In chapter four we will examine the 
distinguishing characteristics and features of each individual service 
according to its theological content and its place within the Reformed 
tradition. Additionally, we will note practical concerns about the cele- 
bration of Holy Communion and the general course of the development 
of the liturgy during the period we have examined. This theological 
consideration constitutes the most important part of this present work. 
Then we will offer our conclusions concerning the role of these liturgies 
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in the Polish and Lithuanian Reformed Churches, their adequacy, the 
extent of their conformity to the pattern of Reformed theology as found 
in other liturgies, the theological and anthropological understandings 
articulated in the liturgy, and the role of interchurch relationships in 
the formation of this liturgical tradition. Then we will suggest to what 
extent this study may contribute to our larger understanding of the Ref- 
ormation in Poland and Lithuania, its peculiar circumstances and ex- 
pression. 

Numerous students of Lithuanian and Polish Reformation history 
have written about this period. Most noteworthy among them are Jolanta 
Dworzaczkowa, who studied the general Reformation period in Major 
Poland and the history of the Bohemian Brethren, Gottfried Schramm, 
Paul Fox, Theodor Wotschke, Henryk Gmiterek, and Stanislaw Tworek, 
who wrote numerous works on the Lithuanian and Polish Reformation, 
Oskar Bartel and Halina Kowalska, who studied the life and work of 
Johannes a Lasco, and others. All of them worked from original sources 
to provide us with a foundation upon which to build our understanding 
of the Reformation in Poland. With reference to Lithuania, important 
studies have been produced by Inge Luksaite, who has written a number 
of books on the Lithuanian Reformation and its Polish and German 
connections, and Jozef Lukaszewicz, who published several important 
volumes which are still valuable for original source material. Also note- 
worthy are the works of Joseph Puryckis and Antanas Musteikis, who 
looked at the period from differing perspectives. It must be noted that 
studies of the Lithuanian Reformation are not as plentiful as in the case 
of the Polish Reformation. 

Resource material concerning the theology of the Polish and Lithua- 
nian Reformations is not plentiful. Few have given any detailed atten- 
tion to this important area. Worthy of note are the works of the German 
scholars, Otto Naunin, Karl Hein, and Richard Kruske, all of whom 
gave attention to the theology of Johannes a Lasco and its liturgical 
expression. The Polish scholars Jerzy Lehmann and Oskar Halecki con- 
tributed valuable studies on the Sandomierz Confession. The Socinian 
Stanislas Lubieniecki’s historical study of documents from the Polish 
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and Lithuanian Reformation together with his brief sacramental com- 
ments still makes for interesting reading. Theologically considered, the 
literature on the Polish and Lithuanian Reformation is like a large mine 
which yields only a few precious nuggets. 

Up to the present time very few liturgical studies of the Reformed 
rites of this period have appeared. Stanislaw Tworek’s short monograph 
on the historical development of the Polish rites examines seventeenth 
century synodical protocols in order to make clear the impulses towards 
liturgical uniformity. However, he shows no particular interest in the li- 
turgical materials as such. Henryk Gmiterek investigated the problem of 
the unification of the rites of the Reformed and the Bohemian Brethren 
in the early decades of seventeenth century. He is the primary source of 
our information concerning Bohemian Brethren participation in these 
negotiations. These appear to be the only essays on this important li- 
turgical subject. One or another aspect of our subject has been touched 
upon by earlier writers, but none has produced a study dedicated to an 
exposition of the theology of the rites. 

Behind the present work stands our study of important primary 
source material, including the Polish and Lithuanian agendas of 1581, 
1599, 1602, 1614, 1621, 1637, and 1644, all of which served as the 
main basis of our examination of the liturgical life and practice in the 
Reformed Churches in Poland and Lithuania. The synodical protocols 
of the Reformed Churches in Minor and Major Poland from 1550 on- 
wards, and, from 1611, those of the Lithuanian Reformed Church, have 
proved to be a very rich source of information on theological contro- 
versies and liturgical debates of the period. In the absence of Lithuanian 
synodical protocols of the early period, we have given special attention 
to the 1557-1558 debates on the sacrament in Vilnius. Important to our 
understanding is the record of Radziwill the Black’s commitment to the 
Reformed Church as found in his response to papal legate Aloysius Lip- 
pomanus. This document brings clarity to the question of his conversion 
to the Calvinist faith. Also available is the work of Francesco Stancaro, 
which was based upon the 1543 Consultation of Archbishop Hermann 
von Wied of Cologne. This was the first church order used by the Church 
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in Minor Poland. Of great value to our understanding of sacramental 
doctrine are the Consensus and Confession of Sandomierz. This mate- 
rial gives details concerning the problems faced by the Reformed and 
Lutherans in their attempt to reach a common mind with reference to 
the Lord’s Supper. The classical Reformed liturgies of Zwingli, Bucer, 
Calvin, and Lasco provide insight into the Reformed approach to Holy 
Communion. Johannes a Lasco’s work is most significant because of its 
immense influence in Polish and Lithuanian Churches. The liturgical 
writings of Luther, Lukas from Prague, and Thomas Cranmer help us to 
relate the Polish and Lithuanian to the larger Protestant world. 

Additional primary sources from the period are noted in our bibli- 
ography. These have been most important in helping us to gain a more 
comprehensive understanding of Protestant worship in general and the 
Polish and Lithuanian rites in particular. 
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1. A SURVEY OF THE HISTORY 
OF THE REFORMATION IN POLAND 
AND LITHUANIA; ITS GROWTH 
AND DECLINE 



In 1569 Poland and Lithuania were joined together by the Union 
of Lublin into a single Polish - Lithuanian Kingdom. It was political 
necessity which brought about this union. Lithuania to the East was rich 
in land but had only a meager population. Thus it lacked manpower to 
exploit its resources or defend its territorial conquests in the face of 
the rapidly expanding Muscovite power. For its part Poland was still 
basking in the glory which it had earned by its decisive defeat of the 
Teutonic Knights. In addition, in 1525 Albrecht of Brandenburg (1490- 
1568), duke of Prussia, had chosen to ally himself with Poland. 

Geographically both countries sat side by side nestled between Ger- 
mans in the West and Muscovites and Turks in the East, and subject 
also to strong pressures from Sweden to the North across the Baltic 
Sea. This contributed to a sense of a common situation and a common 
destiny. The two cultures had borrowed from each other but remained 
distinct. For their part the Lithuanians were concerned that their as- 
sociation with Poland should not result in the loss of Lithuanian self- 
consciousness and identity. The Poles too had concerns about the union. 
They thought that union with Lithuania might bring with it desires for 
territorial expansion, making it one of the largest monarchies in Europe. 
In that case they would now be in much closer contact with the Musco- 
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vites, whose eyes were turned westward. A backward look leads some 
present day historians to judge that the Poles were not able effectively 
to manage this expansion. 1 

Although the union brought with it many concerns, not the least 
of which was fear of the Lithuanians that their national consciousness 
would be lost, there were many affinities between these neighboring 
countries. In both countries there was growing tension between the Ro- 
man hierarchy and the nobility. In the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries 
the political and social power of the nobility was increasing and the 
vast wealth and authority of the Roman Church, along with its increas- 
ingly oppressive taxation, were threats to the ambitions of the emerging 
higher class. The church regarded its possessions and wealth as sacro- 
sanct and often refused to pay its share of military expenses. This only 
heightened the burdens of the nobility in this time of numerous wars, 
and it enhanced hostility to the church. An additional irritation to the 
Lithuanians was the fact that its church was a mere subdivision of the 
ecclesiastical province of the Polish Archdiocese of Gniezno. These, 
together with the expansion of the power of the clergy, the widespread 
abuses of ecclesiastical authority, and the growing secular power of the 
Roman Church, were reasons why the sparks of the fires of the Refor- 
mation in Western Europe quickly spread to Poland and Lithuania and 
made deep inroads into society - so much so that it seemed for a time as 
though both would become Protestant countries. 

1.1. The Initial Impact of the Lutheran Reformation 

The first Reformation movement in Poland was the Lutheran Refor- 
mation. Precipitating factors included the increasing recognition among 
the nobility of the necessity of Reformation, the close geographical 
and intellectual proximity of Wittenberg and Poland, and the constant 
movement of tradesman and merchants between Germany and Eastern 
Europe. 



1 Davies 1998 , 98 . 
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